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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This communication is in response to Applicant's application filed December 31, 
2001, a continuation in part of application 09/665,919 of September 20, 2000 and the 
preliminary amendment of March 28, 2003. Claims 1-44 are being examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) - 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Gross (US Patent No. 6,721,716). In reference to claim 1, Gross discloses a method 
comprising: receiving account access information from a user (col. 4, lines 23-38); 
accessing the account using the received access information (col. 4, lines 39-59); 
harvesting data from a web page associated with the account and authenticating the 
user's ability to access the account based on the obtained information (col. 4, lines 60- 
67; col. 5, lines 1-13). 
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4. In reference to claims 2-4 and 11, Gross discloses: determining a risk associated 
with the user (col. 4, lines 39-59); verifying a user identity based on information provided 
by the user (col. 4, lines 39-59); verifying a user identity based on information provided 
by a credit reporting service and further authenticating the user's ability to access the 
financial account by requesting a cancelled check (col. 14, lines 15-64, "verification ...is 
likely to vary somewhat from one service provider to another"). 

5. In reference to claims 5 and 6, Gross discloses handling financial transactions: 
initiated by the user and associated with the account (col. 8 - col. 9) and initiated by the 
user and associated with the account if the user's ability to access the account is 
authenticated (col. 8 - col. 9). 

6. In reference to claims 7 and 8, Gross discloses the method wherein 
authenticating the user's ability to access the account includes verifying the user's 
social security number or driver's license number (col. 13, lines 25-35). In reference to 
claim 9 and 10, Gross discloses initiating a trial deposit into the account to further 
authenticate the user's ability to access the account wherein the account is a financial 
account (col. 15, lines 1-17). 

7. In reference to claims 12 and 23, Gross discloses a method and medium of 
computer-readable memories containing a computer program that is executable by a 
processor to perform the method of receiving data, accessing an account and verifying 
user's ability to access the account (col. 2, lines 64-67; col. 3, lines 1-16). 

8. In reference to claims 13-22, Gross discloses a method comprising: receiving 
financial account access information from a user (col. 4, lines 23-38); obtaining 
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information regarding the financial account from a financial data source and 
authenticating the user's ability to access the financial account based on the obtained 
information (col. 4, lines 23-67; col. 5, lines 1-13). In reference to claim 14-22, Gross is 
applied to the claims as described above in reference to claim 1 and further in reference 
to claims 2-12. 

9. In reference to claim 24, Gross discloses a method of authenticating a user's 
ability to access a financial account, the method comprising: making a first transfer 
associated with the financial account; requesting the user to identify the amount of the 
first transfer; confirming the user's ability to access the financial account if the user 
correctly identifies the amount of the first transfer; and denying the user's ability to 
access the financial account if the user does not correctly identify the amount of the 
transfer (col. 15, lines 1-17). Claims 27 and 28 are disclosed by Gross as a simple, 
multiple application of claim 24 above (col. 14, lines 15-64, "verification ...is likely to 
vary somewhat from one service provider to another"). 

10. In reference to claims 25 and 26, Gross discloses a method of authenticating a 
user's ability to access a financial account as detailed in claim 24 wherein: the first 
transfer is a credit transfer; the first transfer is a debit transfer ("ACH transactions... or 
other completed electronic transfer transactions") (col. 15, lines 1-17). 

11. In reference to claims 29 and 30, Gross discloses a method of authenticating a 
user's ability to access a financial account, comprising: harvesting data from a web 
page associated with the financial account and authenticating the user's ability to 
access the financial account based on data harvested from the web page associated 
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with the financial account (col. 4, lines 23-67; col. 5, lines 1-13); retrieving data from a 
financial data server associated with the financial account and authenticating the user's 
ability to access the financial account based on data retrieved from the financial data 
server associated with the financial account (col. 4, lines 23-67; col. 5, lines A-A3). 

12. In reference to claim 31, Gross discloses a computer-implemented method 
comprising: receiving account access information from a user (col. 4, lines 23-38); 
receiving user identification information from the user; obtaining information regarding 
the account (col. 4, lines 23-59); comparing the information obtained regarding the 
account with the identification information received from the user (col. 4, lines 23-67; 
col. 5, lines 1-13); authorizing the user to access the account if the information obtained 
regarding the account matches the identification received from the user (col. 4, lines 23- 
67; col. 5, lines 1-13). 

13. In reference to claims 32-35 and 40-43, Gross discloses a computer- 
implemented method wherein: the user identification information includes the user's 
name; the user's account number; the user's mailing address; preventing the user from 
accessing the account if the information obtained regarding the account does not match 
the identification information received from the user (col. 4, lines 23-38). 

14. Regarding claims 36-38, Gross discloses a method wherein: obtaining 
information regarding the account includes obtaining information from a financial data 
source; obtaining information regarding the account includes harvesting data from a 
web page associated with the account; the account is a financial account providing 
online user access (col. 4, lines 60-67; col. 5, lines 1-13). 
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15. Regarding claim 39, Gross discloses a method comprising: receiving account 
information from a user (col. 4, lines 23-38); wherein the account can be accessed via 
an online connection; receiving user identification information from the user; obtaining 
information regarding the account via an online connection; comparing the information 
obtained regarding the account with the identification information received from the 
user; and authorizing the user to execute actions with respect to the account if the 
information obtained regarding the account matches the identification information 
received from the user (col. 4, lines 23-67; col. 5, lines 1-13). 

16. Regarding claim 44, Gross discloses a user authorization method wherein 
obtaining information regarding the account includes harvesting data from a web page 
associated with the account (col. 4, lines 60-67; col. 5, lines 1-13; col. 9, lines 18-45). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the ... 
examiner should be directed to Jocelyn Greimel whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3734. The examiner can normally be reached Monday - Friday 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on (571) 272-6712. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Jocelyn Greimel 
Examiner 
July 10, 2006 



